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A regularity criterion in multiplier spaces to Navier-Stokes
equations via the gradient of one velocity component

Ahmad M. Alghamdi, Sadek Gala and Maria Alessandra Ragusa

Abstract. In this paper, we study regularity of weak solutions to the incompressible
Navier-Stokes equations in R3 × (0, T ). The main goal is to establish the regularity
criterion via the gradient of one velocity component in multiplier spaces.

1 Introduction

In this paper we consider the following Cauchy problemma for the incompressible
Navier-Stokes equations in R3 × (0, T )

∂tu+ (u · ∇)u−∆u+∇π = 0,
∇ · u = 0,

u(x, 0) = u0(x),
(1)

where u = (u1(x, t), u2(x, t), u3(x, t)) denotes the unknown velocity vector and π = π(x, t)
denotes the hydrostatic pressure respectively. While u0 is the prescribed initial data for
the velocity with properties ∇ · u0 = 0.

The global existence of smooth solutions for the 3D incompressible Navier-Stokes equa-
tions is one of the most outstanding open problemmas in fluid mechanics. Different criteria
for regularity of the weak solutions have been proposed and many interesting results were
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established (see, for example, [3], [8], [9], [17], [16], [14], [19], [24], [27], [32], [33], [34], [35],
[37] and references therein).

Recently, many authors became interested in the regularity criteria involving only one
velocity component, or its gradient, even though most of which are not scaling invariant
(see, for example, [4], [5], [7], [10], [11], [15], [18], [22], [29] and the references cited therein).
In particular, Zhou [30] showed that the solution is regular if

u3 ∈ Lp(0, T ;Lq(R3)) with
2

p
+

3

q
=

1

2
, 6 < q ≤ ∞. (2)

Later, Cao and Titi [5] obtained the regularity criterion

u3 ∈ Lp(0, T ;Lq(R3)) with
2

p
+

3

q
=

2

3
+

2

3q
, q >

7

2
. (3)

Motivated by the above work, Zhou and Pokorný [37] showed the following regularity
condition

u3 ∈ Lp(0, T ;Lq(R3)) with
2

p
+

3

q
=

3

4
+

1

2q
, q >

10

3
, (4)

while the limiting case u3 ∈ L∞(0, T ;L
10
3 (R3))was covered in [18]. Inspired by the work [3],

we are interested in criteria involving the gradient of one velocity component ∇u3. In fact,
He [15] first verified the following regularity result

∇u3 ∈ Lp(0, T ;Lq(R3)) with
2

p
+

3

q
= 1, 3 ≤ q ≤ ∞. (5)

The above result was significantly improved by Pokorný [23] and Zhou [31] independently
(see also [36]). More precisely, it reads as follows

∇u3 ∈ Lp(0, T ;Lq(R3)) with
2

p
+

3

q
=

3

2
, 2 ≤ q <∞. (6)

Very recently, Ye [26] improves the previous work of Zhou and Pokorný [36] by using of
a new anisotropic Sobolev inequality, and proved the following regularity criterion

∇u3 ∈ L
16q

15q−23 (0, T ;Lq(R3)) with q ∈ [2, 3]. (7)

Note that
2

16q
15q−23

+
3

q
=

15q + 1

8q
>

23

12
, for any 2 ≤ q < 3.

Consequently, (7) can be regarded as a further improvement of [36]. Moreover, the endpoint
case q = 3recovers the result of [28]. For some other interesting regularity criteria, we refer
the readers to [25], [26] and references therein.

The purpose of this work is to extend the regularity criterion of weak solutions in
terms of one gradient of velocity component to the multiplier space which is larger than
the Lebesgue space. The method is based on the following interpolation inequality

‖ϕ‖Lγ ≤ C ‖∂3ϕ‖
1
3
Lµ ‖∇hϕ‖

2
3

Lλ
,
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where µ, λand γsatisfy

1 ≤ µ, λ < +∞, 1

µ
+

2

λ
> 1 and 1 +

3

γ
=

1

µ
+

2

λ
.

The detailed proof of this inequality can be found in the appendix of Cao and Wu [6].
In order to prove our theorem, let us recall the definition of weak solutions.

Definition 1.1. Let T > 0, u0 ∈ L2(R3) with ∇ · u0 = 0 in the sense of distributions. A
measurable function u(x, t) is called a weak solution to the Navier-Stokes equations (1) on
[0, T ] if the following conditions hold:

1. u(x, t) ∈ L∞(0, T ;L2(R3)) ∩ L2(0, T ;H1(R3));

2. system (1) is satisfied in the sense of distributions;

3. the energy inequality, that is,

‖u(·, t)‖2
L2 + 2

∫ t

0

‖∇u(τ)‖2
L2 dτ ≤ ‖u0‖2

L2 .

By a strong solution, we mean that a weak solution u of the Navier-Stokes equations
(1) satisfies

(u(x, t), θ(x, t)) ∈ L∞(0, T ;H1(R3)) ∩ L2(0, T ;H2(R3)).

It is well known that the strong solution is regular and unique.
For α ∈ R, the Homogeneous Sobolev Space Ḣα(R3)is the space of tempered distribu-

tions f for which

‖f‖Ḣα =

√∫
R3

|ξ|2α
∣∣∣f̂(ξ)

∣∣∣2 dξ < +∞.

For Homogeneous Sobolev Spaces, we refer to the book [2]. For instance, the following
basic interpolation inequality holds:

Lemma 1.2. For 0 < α ≤ β, the space L2 ∩ Ḣβ is a subset of Ḣα, and we have

‖f‖Ḣα ≤ ‖f‖
1−α

β

L2 ‖f‖
α
β

Ḣβ . (8)

Proof. This is a particular case of [2], Proposition 1.32.

We say that a function belongs to the multiplier spaces Ẋ1+α := M(Ḣα(R3) →
Ḣ−1(R3))if it maps, by pointwise multiplication, Ḣαin Ḣ−1 :

Ẋ1+α =
{
f ∈ S ′(R3) : ‖fg‖Ḣ−1 ≤ ‖g‖Ḣα

}
.

Ḣα(R3)denotes the homogeneous Sobolev space. The space Ẋ1+αhas been characterized
in [20], [21] (see also [13]). Now our regularity criterion for system (1) reads
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Theorem 1.3. Let u0 ∈ L2(R3) with ∇ · u0 = 0 in the sense of distributions. Assume that
u is a weak solution to system (1). If ∇u3 satisfies the following condition

∇u3 ∈ L
8

3−4α (0, T ; Ẋ1+α(R3)), for some 0 ≤ α <
3

4
, (9)

then the solution u is regular on (0;T ].

Remark 1.4. Since L
3

1+α (R3) ⊂ Ẋ1+α(R3) (see e.g. [35] for details), it is clear that our
result improves that in [26] and extend the regularity criterion (4) from Lebesgue space
Lα to multiplier space Ẋ1+α.

Thanks to
‖f‖BMO ≤ C ‖∇f‖Ẋ1

(see e.g. [12, Proposition 2]), where BMO denotes the homogeneous space of bounded
mean oscillations, it is easy to deduce the following regularity criterion.

Corollary 1.5. Let u0 ∈ L2(R3) with ∇ · u0 = 0 in the sense of distributions. Assume that
u is a weak solution to system (1). If u3 satisfies the following condition

u3 ∈ L
8
3 (0, T ;BMO(R3)), (10)

then the solution u is regular on (0;T ].

Remark 1.6. Since L∞(R3) ↪→ BMO(R3), our result recovers the limiting case q = ∞ in
(4), that is,

u3 ∈ L
8
3 (0, T ;L∞(R3)).

Consequently, (10) can be regarded as a further improvement of the previous work [37].

2 Proof of main result.

In this section, under the assumptions of the Theorem 1.3, we prove our main re-
sult. Before proving our result, we recall the following muliplicative Sobolev imbedding
inequality in the whole space R3(see, for example [5]):

‖f‖L6 ≤ C ‖∇hf‖
2
3

L2 ‖∂3f‖
1
3

L2 , (11)

where ∇h = (∂x1 , ∂x2)is the horizontal gradient operator. We are now give the proof of our
main theorem.

Proof. To prove our result, it suffices to show that for any fixed T > T ∗, there holds

sup
0≤t≤T ∗

‖∇u(t)‖2
L2 ≤ CT ,
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where T ∗, which denotes the maximal existence time of a strong solution and CT is an
absolute constant which only depends on T and u0.

The method of our proof is based on two major parts. The first one establishes the
bounds of ‖∇hu‖2

L2 , while the second gives the bounds of the H1−norm of velocity u in
terms of the results of part one.

Step I. Taking the inner product of (1)1 with −∆hu, we obtain after integrating by
parts that

1

2

d

dt
‖∇hu‖2

L2 + ‖∇∇hu‖2
L2 =

∫
R3

(u · ∇)u ·∆hudx = I. (12)

where ∆h = ∂2
x1

+ ∂2
x2

is the horizontal Laplacian. For the notational simplicity, we set

L2(t) = sup
τ∈[Γ,t]

‖∇hu(τ)‖2
L2 +

∫ t

Γ

‖∇∇hu(τ)‖2
L2 dτ,

J 2(t) = sup
τ∈[Γ,t]

‖∇u(τ)‖2
L2 +

∫ t

Γ

‖∆u(τ)‖2
L2 dτ,

for t ∈ [Γ, T ∗). In view of (9), we choose ε > 0 to be precisely determined subsequently
and then select Γ < T ∗ sufficiently close to T ∗ such that for all Γ ≤ t < T ∗,∫ t

Γ

‖∇u(τ)‖2
L2 dτ ≤ ε� 1. (13)

Integrating by parts and using the divergence-free condition, it follows that

I ≤
∫
R3

|∇u3| |∇u| |∇hu| dx

≤ ‖|∇u3| |∇u|‖Ḣ−1 ‖∇hu‖Ḣ1

≤ C ‖∇u3‖Ẋ1+α
‖∇u‖Ḣα ‖∇∇hu‖L2

≤ C ‖∇u3‖Ẋ1+α
‖∇u‖1−α

L2

∥∥∇2u
∥∥α
L2 ‖∇∇hu‖L2

≤ C ‖∇u3‖2
Ẋ1+α

‖∇u‖2(1−α)

L2 ‖∆u‖2α
L2 +

1

2
‖∇∇hu‖2

L2 ,

by Young’s inequality and (8). Inserting the above estimate into (12) and integrating with
respect to time, we deduce for every τ ∈ [Γ, t]:

sup
τ∈[Γ,t]

‖∇hu(τ)‖2
L2 +

∫ t

Γ

‖∇∇hu(τ)‖2
L2 dτ

≤ ‖∇hu(Γ)‖2
L2 + C

∫ t

Γ

‖∇u3(τ)‖2
Ẋ1+α

‖∇u(τ)‖2(1−α)

L2 ‖∆u(τ)‖2α
L2 dτ

≤ ‖∇hu(Γ)‖2
L2 + C

(
sup
τ∈[Γ,t]

‖∇u(τ)‖
3
2
−2α

L2

)∫ t

Γ

‖∇u3(τ)‖2
Ẋ1+α

‖∇u(τ)‖
1
2

L2 ‖∆u(τ)‖2α
L2 dτ

≤ C + C

(
sup
τ∈[Γ,t]

‖∇u(τ)‖
3
2
−2α

L2

)(∫ t

Γ

‖∇u3(τ)‖
8

3−4α

Ẋ1+α
dτ

) 3
4
−α(∫ t

Γ

‖∇u(τ)‖2
L2 dτ

) 1
4
(∫ t

Γ

‖∆u(τ)‖2
L2 dτ

)α
≤ C + CJ

3
2
−2α(t)

(∫ t

Γ

‖∇u3(τ)‖
8

3−4α

Ẋ1+α
dτ

) 3
4
−α

ε
1
4J 2α(t)

≤ C + Cε
1
4J

3
2 (t),
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which leads to
L2(t) ≤ C + Cε

1
4J

3
2 (t). (14)

Step II. Now, we will establish the bounds of H1−norm of the velocity field. In order
to do it, taking the inner product of (1)1 with −∆u in L2(R3). Then, integration by parts
gives the following identity:

1

2

d

dt
‖∇u‖2

L2 + ‖∆u‖2
L2 =

∫
R3

(u · ∇)u ·∆udx

Integrating by parts and using the divergence-free condition, one can easily deduce that
(see e.g. [37])∫

R3

(u · ∇)u ·∆udx ≤ C

∫
R3

|∇hu| |∇u|2 dx ≤ C ‖∇hu‖L2 ‖∇u‖2
L4

≤ C ‖∇hu‖L2 ‖∇u‖
1
2

L2 ‖∇u‖
3
2

L6

≤ C ‖∇hu‖L2 ‖∇u‖
1
2

L2 ‖∇h∇u‖L2 ‖∆u‖
1
2

L2

by Hölder’s inequality, Nirenberg-Gagliardo’s interpolation inequality and (11). Integrat-
ing this last inequality in time, we deduce that for all τ ∈ [Γ, t]

J 2(t) ≤ ‖∇u(Γ)‖2
L2

+ C sup
τ∈[Γ,t]

‖∇hu(τ)‖L2

(∫ t

Γ

‖∇u(τ)‖2
L2 dτ

) 1
4
(∫ t

Γ

‖∇∇hu(τ)‖2
L2 dτ

) 1
2
(∫ t

Γ

‖∆u(τ)‖2
L2 dτ

) 1
4

≤ ‖∇u(Γ)‖2
L2 + 2CL(t)ε

1
4L(t)J

1
2 (t)

= ‖∇u(Γ)‖2
L2 + Cε

1
4L2(t)J

1
2 (t). (15)

Inserting (14) into (15) and taking ε small enough, then it is easy to see that for all
Γ ≤ t < T ∗, there holds

J 2(t) ≤ ‖∇u(Γ)‖2
L2 + Cε

1
4J

1
2 (t) + Cε

1
2J 2(t) <∞,

which proves
sup

Γ≤t<T ∗
‖∇u(t)‖2

L2 < +∞.

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.3.
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[23] Milan Pokorný: On the result of He concerning the smoothness of solutions to the Navier-Stokes
equations. (2003).

[24] James Serrin: On the interior regularity of weak solutions of the Navier-Stokes equations. Arch.
Ration. Mech. Anal. 9 (1962) 187–195.

[25] Ye, Zhuan: Remarks on the regularity criterion to the 3D Navier-Stokes equations via one velocity
component. Differential Integral Equations for Theory & Applications 29 (9-10) (2016) 957–976.

[26] Ye, Zhuan: Remarks on the regularity criterion to the Navier-Stokes equations via the gradient of
one velocity component. J. Math. Anal. Appl. 435 (2) (2016) 1623–1633.

[27] Zhifei, Zhang; Qionglei, Chen: Regularity criterion via two components of vorticity on weak
solutions to the Navier-Stokes equations in R3. J. Differential Equations 216 (2) (2005) 470–481.

[28] Zujin Zhang and Xian Yang: A note on the regularity criterion for the 3D Navier-Stokes equations
via the gradient of one velocity component. J. Math. Anal. Appl. 432 (1) (2015) 603–611.

[29] Zheng, Xiaoxin: A regularity criterion for the tridimensional Navier-Stokes equations in term of
one velocity component. J. Differential Equations 256 (1) (2014) 283–309.

[30] Zhou, Yong: A new regularity criterion for weak solutions to the Navier-Stokes equations. J.
Math. Pures Appl. 9 (84) (2005) 1496–1514.

[31] Zhou, Yong: A new regularity criterion for the Navier-Stokes equations in terms of the gradient of
one velocity component. Methods Appl. Anal. 9 (4) (2002) 563–578.

[32] Zhou, Yong: Regularity criteria in terms of pressure for the 3-D Navier-Stokes equations in a
generic domain. Math. Ann. 328 (1-2) (2004) 173–192.

[33] Yong, Zhou: On regularity criteria in terms of pressure for the Navier-Stokes equations in R3.
Proc. Amer. Math. Soc. 134 (1) (2005) 149–156.

[34] Yong, Zhou: On a regularity criterion in terms of the gradient of pressure for the Navier-Stokes
equations in RN . Z. Angew. Math. Phys. 57 (2006) 384–392.

[35] Yong, Zhou and Sadek, Gala: Logarithmically improved regularity criteria for the Navier-Stokes
equations in multiplier spaces. J. Math. Anal. Appl. 356 (2) (2009) 498–501.
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